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In this article, the ethical and legal objections to surrogate mother-
hood are exposed.

Some believe that it is a matter of solidarity with infertile couples
so it’s a reproductive practice that is born from the autonomy of the
pregnant woman and of the right that every human being has of
being a parent.

Others think that the proponents of surrogate motherhood, in any
of its two modalities: commercial and altruistic, forget the two most
important subjects involved in it: the pregnant woman and her baby.

Consider that the surrogate motherhood discriminates and reifies
the baby and the pregnant woman by commodifying and instrumenta-
lizing her body. It uses the pregnant woman and the child as means
at the service of fulfilling the wishes of others.

Then it seems that with the admission of surrogate motherhood it
is evident that the dignity of women and motherhood are not seen as
unavailable and worthy of protection. In addition, the baby has no va-
lue in himself, but he has it only if he is wanted, received, desired.
Definitely, you cannot admit a reproductive practice that, in my
opinion, aims to be a father or mother at any «price».
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Surrogate motherhood1 is an increasingly widespread practice that
has also been given other names: «substitution pregnancy»,
«wombs, uterus or surrogate mothers», «surrogate pregnancy», «re-
placement motherhood», «Uterus rent», «custom maternity»,
«maternity carrier», «uterine subrogation»...2

It cannot be ignored that this topic is of  great topical, not only
because of  the recent political proposals presented to legally regu-
late and legitimize this technique, but also and, above all, because
some celebrities have managed to become fathers and mothers
through this reproductive procedure.

Those who are in favor of  surrogate motherhood, present it as
a way to help couples who cannot have children,3 giving them the
opportunity to be fathers or mothers. In particular, they argue that
a contract, made with a «surrogate mother», is held between auto-
nomous and responsible adults. She has the freedom to choose
and exercise the right to autonomy of  her will,4 so that each one is
free to do with her body and her life whatever she prefers, and in
such case, the law should not interfere. In fact, the supporters of
this reproductive procedure claim that their legitimacy is based on
the autonomy of  the pregnant woman.

Definitely, those in favor of  the gestation of  rent argue that this
practice does not harm third parties and necessarily results in the
benefit of  all the subjects involved.5

However, the reality is quite different. This naive and partial vi-
sion forgets the profound ethical and legal implications that surro-
gacy brings, and omits the most important subjects involved in it:
the pregnant woman and her baby.

Therefore, first we must ask ourselves, what is surrogate mo-
therhood?6 This assumes the birth of  a child that is gestated by a
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woman other than the one who wishes to have the child, be it a
couple (heterosexual or homosexual), a single woman or a single
male. For it, some of  the alternatives offered by assisted human
reproduction are used. Thus, the woman who is going to be preg-
nant can provide the ovum. In this case, artificial insemination is
used, with the sperm of  the father or donor (when the ovules of
the biological mother are not optimal, or one only wants to be a
father). Or else to be implanting an embryo produced by in vitro
fertilization, whether or not the parents are going to adopt the
child, that is, the genetic mother could be the woman who makes
the contract, the pregnant woman or a donor outside the surro-
gacy contract.

In summary, a surrogate mother is a woman who accepts, by
agreement (most of  the cases for economic compensation), to be-
come pregnant with the aim of  engender and give birth to a child
that will be raised by others. Therefore, in subrogation contracts7

the woman rents her body. In short, in this issue, there is a con-
tract, some contractors, a woman hired and a «product» (the baby).

In addition, the maternity rent can be performed exclusively
altruistic,8 that is, without any economic remuneration. Thus, a fer-
tile woman can establish an agreement with another infertile wo-
man, committing herself  to carry out the pregnancy, with no
economic compensation, which is called altruistic gestational
surrogacy. This modality is the least frequent, but it is widely cited
by those interested in promoting maternity by substitution.

However, surrogacy, in either of  its two modalities, involves,
from the ethical and legal point of  view, many objections:

1. The woman is not treated as a person,
but as an object

Subrogated maternity, involves the use of  women as a reproduc-
tion machine and is regulated through a contract. In this contract,
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in which the child, who is in the womb of  that woman, is also seen
as a purely commercial object. Nevertheless, a son and a woman can
never be a product or a thing, as if  they were objects of  an assignment.

Therefore, one of  the problems of  all surrogacy is that it invol-
ves the instrumentalization and depersonalization of  the pregnant
mother’s body, ignoring the basic distinction between people and
things. People, obviously including their body (the woman’s belly),
cannot be traded. Thus, the freedom of  individuals to establish
contracts for mutual benefit has limits, especially when the reason
for the contract is the same human being (there is no respect for
the person without respect for their body dimension), so that the
act of  «selling» or offering the body involves a serious social and
human problem.

Therefore, maternity by surrogacy or rental gestation is, unequi-
vocally, a new form of  exploitation of  women. This is contradic-
tory or divergent to their dignity. For using their body, and conse-
quently their person9 as a negotiable object, or a human incubator,
or a simple receptacle of  a gestation in order to satisfy the wishes
of  others, thus: «Subrogated motherhood does not respect the dig-
nity of  the mother carrier, since it presupposes a dualistic concep-
tion of  it that disintegrates: on one hand, situates their feelings,
their emotions, her reason and her autonomy and, on the other, her
corporal dimension. From this perspective, the body of  the carrier
woman is a “something”, an object available and susceptible of  any
transaction and is reduced to playing a purely instrumental role».10

On the other hand, it does not exist a «right to procreation», a
«right to the child» that justifies a pretended individual right to su-
rrogate motherhood. It is true that the desire of  sterile couples
should be heard by society, but not at any price. Desires, however
praiseworthy they may be, are desires and should not be conside-
red as rights, especially if  this implies injury to the dignity and rig-
hts of  other subjects involved, especially of  the poorest or most
vulnerable women and children.
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Therefore, there is no right «to become a father» by virtue of
the will of  heterosexuals, nor of  homosexuals, nor of  individuals
who have decided to remain single. A person cannot dispose of
another one as a merchandise, for there is not right whatsoever
that allows it. In any case, a right assists children to have parents.
The desires of  paternity are limited to the human dignity of  the
pregnant woman and the baby and the protection of  their funda-
mental rights.

Our society has made human rights its basic pillars. In such a
way, those citizens must be protected so that their actions in the
field of  these rights can be respected. However, this protection
also extends to protecting the individual, even when confronted
with himself, when he intends to violate his own human rights,
such as not allowing someone to surrender voluntarily as a slave,
or to be financially compensated for the donation of  an organ, al-
though decisions have been made autonomously.

In other words, not everything we want acquires a status of
right. In order to  satisfy the reproductive wish of  some people to
be fathers or mothers, (which is not a right), and that they cannot
achieve it in a naturally way, there exists adoption (to facilitate it, it
is necessary to prevent the adoption to be made through an under-
cover market. There is a need that the cost should not be a burden,
also to accelerate as much as possible the procedures and that the
deadlines do not dilate in time), which avoids the market of  people
and helps children who have no resources or family. Definitely,
postnatal adoption prevails the right of  children already born to be
adopted to get a family.  That is to say, the wellbeing of  the child
prevails over the desire of  adults to be parents, since the end of
postnatal adoption is to favor the wellbeing of  the child, and, on
the other hand, that of  surrogate motherhood is to produce a
child to satisfy the desire of  adults.

In addition, personal autonomy does not mean accepting any
decision as valid. In this sense, it is necessary to consider whether
the freedom of  decision of  the great majority of  women signato-
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ries of  surrogacy contracts, who are in a situation of  special socio-
economic vulnerability, is not vitiated by these vital circumstances,
which generates an authentic reproductive exploitation.

On the other hand, surrogate motherhood assumes the rupture
of  the affective bond of  the mother, which usually is generated
with the child during her pregnancy. Besides the obligation of
having to deliver it when giving birth, reason why the mother is
psychologically pressured to assume from the beginning that the
Baby is not hers and she cannot establish any contact with him.11

Ultimately, surrogate motherhood reifies women, by using their
bodies for a purpose other than their own good, by treating her as
a commodity, as something that can be bought and sold, which is
incompatible with the dignity of  women and their your own rights.
It involves the purchase and sale of  people, which is intended to
be legalized under the heading of  «right to exercise paternity» and
«freedom to decide on one’s own body». In the bottom line, preg-
nant women are used in this business as a mere factory that makes
babies for others. Neither the payers nor the intermediaries care
about the woman’s situation or the bond that as a mother is gene-
rated during the nine months that the baby is in her womb.

2. The baby-child also used as a commodity

Subrogated motherhood, also converts the child conceived in vitro
(from the gametes of  the principal parents, from the ovum of  the
pregnant woman inseminated with the husband’s sperm, or from
the donor’s gametes) into a commercial product with quality con-
trol. Nevertheless, a baby is a human being, not an object of
consumption to hide needs of  those who own him and that can be
acquired through a purchase.

Indeed, with surrogate motherhood, the baby becomes a mere
commercial product to satisfy the desire of adults to be parents or
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an adult to be a father or mother, and as such they can demand
quality standards and their return in case of  not meeting them.12

If  the wish of  the parents were admitted, the baby would be
denied the consideration of  absolute good in itself  and by itself. It
would become an available object, something instrumentalizable,
that is, it would be reified.

For all these reasons, in the rental gestation the baby is treated
as an object of sale and in many contracts it is established that the
surrogate mother must return the money if  she fails to give birth
or the baby does not have the established health conditions. This
accentuates the insecurity that affects both the surrogate mother
and the child. Therefore, commercial surrogacy implies commodi-
fication of  the filiation, since this will depend on the conclusion of
a contract with a strong economic content.

On the other hand, the child remains in a very vulnerable posi-
tion in surrogate motherhood, given that her situation depends on
the clauses established in such contract, which does not guarantee,
at all, the protection of  her interests and rights. Then, the rental
gestation highlights the nonsense, which is to consider the baby as
a right that impels to possess it in any way.

Likewise, surrogate motherhood prevents the child from
knowing its biological origin and identity.13 Such is the case, in
which up to six adults can claim the paternity of  each baby born
of  a «surrogate mother» as in the following cases. The genetic or
biological mother (donor of  the ovules), the pregnant mother (the
«surrogate mother»), the woman who has ordered the baby, the ge-
netic father (the sperm donor), the husband or partner of  the
pregnant mother (who has the presumption of  paternity), and the
man who has ordered the baby.

In the end, the child becomes a market product that is ordered,
bought and sold. The principle’s parents goal is not the good of
the pregnant woman, nor the child or the best interests of  the
child, but to satisfy the desire of  adults to be parents at any price.
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3. The serious psychological consequences
that remain for children and mothers

Modern medicine has provided evidence that demonstrates the de-
cisive impact of  the prenatal period for the subsequent deve-
lopment of the human being and the links that are created
between the pregnant mother and the child during pregnancy.14

Link that, unfortunately, is broken after the birth of  the baby.
This natural maternal bond is reflected in the physiology of  the

mother’s brain during pregnancy. The mother adapts her body to
this new situation through changes in her neuroendocrine system,
under the influence of  pregnancy hormones.15

It can be assumed that a pregnancy considered as a business
and the relationship with a child who is renounced in advance and
considered as a product and a source of  income, may affect the
child’s psychological development, especially when he knows why
he has been conceived, gestated and born.

However, surrogacy also psychologically affects the mother who
has gestated the baby, given birth to her and has to separate from
her. These ties of  the mother are biological, therefore, unrelated to
the intentions for which that pregnancy is promoted so they also
affect surrogate altruistic motherhood. In addition, it has recently
been found that the genome of  the mother can influence, modi-
fying, the genome of  the child.16 This would add one more reason
for the links between the two. Therefore, if  additionally it were
known that the genomic modifications of  the child could be trans-
mitted to his offspring, the genome of  the surrogate mother
would still be present, in some way, in the offspring of  the preg-
nant child.

Then, the bonds between mother and baby are not only affecti-
ve or psychological, but also biological, specifically, physiological
and genomic.
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4. The economic business of surrogate motherhood

The use of  surrogate mothers has become a global business that
moves millions of  euros per year. At this time, surrogacy, on ave-
rage, costs about € 90,000.17

Every year this business moves hundreds of  millions of  euros
or dollars. In fact, surrogacy is a commercial activity in which busi-
ness agencies profit from the suffering of  infertile parents and the
vulnerability of  women, especially those who live in disadvantaged
situations, developing a whole business of  women’s selection and
of  future children.

That is right; the business agencies select the candidate as «rent
belly». They offer through the Internet a catalog of  candidates
(who meet the necessary requirements) willing to rent their belly
and with the intention of  submitting to the demands, conditions18

or imposed clauses, which they will have to compulsorily follow
during pregnancy.

The objective, like that of  any business, is that the production is
good and that the pregnant woman fulfills her part of  the con-
tract, so that the product is just what was hired. To this end, such
contract begins with the selection processes of  the surrogate mo-
thers, which include endless tests and personal requirements to
guarantee that «quality» of  the ovules and the belly that will lead to
the future child. Therefore, we are talking about the absolute con-
trol that is exercised over the pregnant mother, both physically and
psychically, in determining the conditions that may be required to
be an eligible candidate, which is a form of  reification of  the su-
rrogate mother, an intrusion into her privacy.

Thus, also, these business agencies have programs that include
services and expenses. Namely, the financial compensation to the
surrogate mother, services of  artificial insemination, pregnancy-
planning service in the area of  residence of  the surrogate mother.
Moreover a complete medical examination, feeding for the period
of  stay in the center and interpreter service for the entire duration
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of  the program. A preparation and signing of  the agreement
between the parents and the biological mother, legal services,
declaration of  the surrogate mother of  the absence of  lawsuits
against the biological parents, assistance in the formalization and
obtaining the birth certificate of  the child.

However, one can conclude by saying that motherhood by non-
altruistic subrogation is a very lucrative business, based on the
commodification of  women’s bodies. A use and exploitation of
the most vulnerable women, for the benefit of  individuals or
couples or rich. This is so, that many women from underdeveloped
or developing countries have made surrogacy a life practice, be-
cause the economic benefits they obtain are much higher than the
wages that are perceived in those countries.

Nor can we overlook the multitude of  unforeseen or compli-
cated situations that may appear, such as the possibility of  a preg-
nancy at high risk to the health of  the pregnant mother.19

5. Legal disadvantages

Until now, for the law, it was unquestionable that the woman who
conceives and gives birth to a child was the true and only mother.
However, it is a fact that, in surrogate motherhood or rental gesta-
tion, commercial or altruistic, the maternal function can be divided
among several women, the biological mother, the one who created
and gave birth to the child, and the one who will raise as its only
mother, with a genetic link or not, and sometimes an eventual
donor of  oocytes.

Another legal drawback is that the fate of  babies born due to
surrogacy may be uncertain, due to the breach of  contract and the
anonymity of  their genetic origin.

From the legal point of  view, surrogate motherhood is allowed
only in some countries around the world. Therefore, many people,
who resort to this procedure to have children, must do so abroad.
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5.1. Countries where the law allows the two types of  surrogate motherhood:
the altruistic and the economically or commercially remunerated

At present, the commercial and altruistic surrogacy is legalized in
Georgia, Israel, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Russia and in some states of
the United States.

In Russia and Ukraine, the law only allows the completion of
this procedure under medical justification of  inability to gestate.
For this reason, only heterosexual couples or single women who
cannot have children by themselves are allowed access to this pro-
cedure, leaving aside single men and homosexual couples.

Georgia allows surrogate gestation since the 90s, although it is
only possible for married heterosexual couples with incapacity to
gestate.

Homosexual couples and single men have limited access to
surrogate pregnancy; only the legislation of  the aforementioned
US states allows this procedure for this group.

5.2. Countries in which altruistic gestation with conditions is allowed,
but not  the commercial one

They allow altruistic surrogate motherhood, not commercial, in
Holland, Canada, Belgium, Portugal, Thailand, India, Greece,
Mexico, United Kingdom, Israel, Luxembourg, Denmark, New
Zealand, and some states of  the United States.

Portugal, for example, legalized altruistic subrogation, only, to
heterosexual or unmarried couples, whose women have no uterus
or for some medical reason did not have the possibility of
gestation.

In Thailand, all types of  surrogate motherhood were legalized,
but in August 2015, a law prohibiting the commercial one came
into force, admitting it only in the case that the pregnant mother
was the sister of  one of  the contracting parents. In the case that
the members of  the couple were only children or do not have
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sisters, it is allowed to resort to a surrogate mother who is not rela-
ted to the family. In addition, the law of  that country allows rental
mothers only for nationalized heterosexual couples (couples com-
posed of  a Thai woman and a foreigner must wait three years
from the wedding to be candidates for surrogacy). The law prohi-
bits surrogacy to unmarried and homosexual couples.

In India, commercial surrogacy was legalized in 2002, but its
government announced in September 2016, its intention to prohi-
bit surrogacy for commercial purposes. Since then, only Indian
heterosexual couples legally married for at least five years, could
resort to the altruistically form of  surrogacy. Those couples must
justify medically their infertility and that there is a kinship bond
between the pregnant woman and the clients. Therefore, foreign
couples, homosexual couples and singles cannot accede to
surrogacy, nor the couples that already have a biological or adop-
ted child.

In Greece, since July 2014, gestation by subrogation is allowed
only in its altruistic mode to Greeks and EU citizens, if  they are
heterosexual marriages or single people. The woman must not be
over 50 years old; although the expectant mother can receive
financial compensation for the inconvenience that may have, a
bonus that should not exceed 10,000 euros.

In Mexico, the new law of  2016 prohibits surrogate pregnancy
for anyone who is a foreigner or who does not meet the strict re-
quirements established, that is, only Mexican citizens can access
surrogacy. Specifically, in the state of  Tabasco only altruistic surro-
gate gestation is allowed to Mexican heterosexual couples incapa-
ble of  gestating, the mother must be younger  than 40 years old,
on the other hand, the pregnant woman must be between 25 and
30 years old, have medical insurance, and approved by the Ministry
of  Health. In the state of  Sinaloa, the law only allows surrogate
motherhood to Mexican heterosexual couples whenever there is a
medical disability. On the other hand, in the state of  Coahuila,
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rental gestation is prohibited. In the state of  Querétaro, as in the
previous case, it is not allowed.

Therefore, at this time, the surrogate pregnancy in Mexico is
not available to foreigners.

5.3. Countries in which surrogacy is expressly prohibited

Germany, France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Norway, Swe-
den, Iceland, Andorra, Bulgaria, Finland, Malta, Montenegro, Ser-
bia, Slovenia, Turkey, Estonia and Moldova prohibit any modality,
commercial or altruistic, of  surrogate motherhood.

Other countries that legally have banned the surrogate pregnan-
cy are Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, China and Japan. The same happens
with some states of  the United States.

In this direction, the European Parliament, in 2011, adopted a
resolution against the legalization of  surrogacy, «for constituting
an exploitation of  the body of  women and reproductive organs»,
based on the Convention on Rights of  the Child, which in its art. 7.1, sti-
pulates, «Every child has the right to know and be cared for by his
parents».

More recently, the plenary session of  the European Parliament,
of  November 30, 2015, in its Annual Report on Human Rights and
Democracy in the World 2014 and the European Union’s policy on the
matter, states «We condemn the practice of  the maternity rent, sin-
ce it undermines the human dignity of  the woman, her body and
her reproductive functions. Since she is used as a commodity. The-
refore, she states that the practice of  gestational surrogacy, which
implies the exploitation of  the reproduction and use of  the human
body for profit or otherwise, especially in the case of  vulnerable
women in developing countries, should be prohibited and treated
as a matter of  urgency in human rights documents» (twenty).

For its part, the European Court of  Human Rights, in the Judg-
ment of  January 24, 2017, recognizes that surrogate motherhood
violates human rights.21
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On the other hand, the Committee of  Social Affairs, Health
and Sustainable Development of  the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of  Europe, meeting in Paris, on November 23, 2016,
discussed the problem of «Human Rights and Ethical Aspects
Related to Subrogation» , for the possible approval of  this practice.
It rejected surrogacy when it «considered that it valued women and
children as merchandise that could be exploited».

However, as it has been said, in most of  these countries they
consider the contracts of  both commercial and altruistic surrogate
motherhood without effect.  In many of  these countries, there is
the possibility, as in Spain, that prohibited by its legal system, it
becomes a consensual practice, when it is performed in a foreign
country, where it is considered a valid contract that can be endo-
wed with registration effects in the country of  origin of  the
principals.22

That is right, in the case of  Spain, the Spanish legislation23 does
not allow the rental gestation, that is, the pregnancy contracts by
substitution in any of  its two modalities are null. If  it is allowed to
perform them in another country where this reproductive proce-
dure is legal, as long as the local laws of  the country of  origin are
respected, a Spaniard can sign a contract abroad for this purpose
and return with his baby to Spain after childbirth. Children born
by surrogate motherhood abroad can be registered in the Spanish
consulate of  the country where they were born in accordance with
article number 8 of  the «European Convention for the Protection
of  Fundamental Rights and Freedoms». Afterwards they must be
registered in Spain, under the protection of  Instruction number 5
of  the General Directorate of  Registries and Notaries of  2010.24

Then, in Spain, surrogate motherhood, is not strictly prohibited, it
simply has no effect.

Precisely, in Spain, Law 14/2006 on Techniques of  Assisted
Human Reproduction prohibits pregnancy contracts by substitu-
tion.25 For the Spanish Civil Code, the determination of  filiation is
based on biological truth (childbirth), with the possibility of  clai-
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ming paternity by the biological father.26 In other words, although
there is a formal contract between the parents who have contrac-
ted the services, the surrogate mother can claim the power. If  it
claims the baby, according to Spanish law, the contract will be inva-
lidated and the surrogate mother, who has gestated the baby,
would exercise motherhood.

Faced with this complex social and legal problem, couples who
hire surrogate mothers are requesting recognition of  their rights to
be parents of  the child born. If  this happens, motherhood would
no longer be linked to the physical fact of  the woman who gesta-
ted the child and who gave birth to it. It would be recognized that
the desire to be a father and mother is sufficient to grant the right
of  paternity and would open the doors, not only to infertile
couples, but also to single individuals, same-sex couples, etc., who
could enroll children in the Civil Registry and thus legalize their
paternity. Motherhood would no longer be linked to physical reali-
ties (gestation and giving birth), but to the desire or intention to be
parents.

Nevertheless, the Spanish legal situation is incoherent, because
an organ of  the State Administration, such as the General Directo-
rate of  Registries and Notaries (continues to register the filiations
of  children obtained by rental gestation abroad in favor of  the
principals) is acting against the current legality of  its own country.
(It disregards the provisions of  the Assisted Human Reproduction Te-
chniques Act of  2006, the judgments of  the Spanish Supreme Court of
February 6, 2014, and that of  the European Court of  Human Rights.
Then, the General Directorate of  Registries and Notaries, under
the Spanish Ministry of  the Interior, is acting against the current
legal framework and the interpretation that has been made by the
highest judicial authority in Spain endorsed, in turn, by the Euro-
pean Court of  Human Rights.

It is, at least, paradoxical to declare null and void surrogacy con-
tracts, as in Spain and in other countries, to protect local women
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from exploitation and commodification, and simultaneously to
allow the employment of  surrogacy abroad, that is to say, recogni-
ze the most significant effect of  the same: the determination of
the child’s affiliation.

5.4. Countries where surrogacy is not legally regulated

Argentina does not have a law that regulates surrogate mother-
hood, as in Brazil, Chile, Cyprus, and Guatemala. Ireland does not
have a law on general assisted reproduction. Therefore, the subro-
gation contract is not binding and this can lead to problems.

In Panama, the Czech Republic, Peru, Hungary, Latvia, Lithua-
nia, Malta, Monaco, Romania, San Marino, Bosnia-Herzegovina
and Poland, there is no national law that allows surrogate preg-
nancy, but neither does it prohibit it, so that It is done in some
territories.

In short, the International Treaties, the Recommendations of
International Organizations, the jurisprudence of  the European
Court of  Human Rights…, show concern about the risks posed by
the legalization of  pregnancy by substitution.

Conclusion

The basic issue, from the ethical point of  view, to the objections
about surrogate motherhood does not lie in the occasional occu-
rrence of  medical malpractice. Nor that there are companies or
clinics that can traffic with babies (which is a criminal offense), but
with surrogate motherhood, the baby and the pregnant woman are
discriminated and reified by commodifying and instrumentalizing
their bodies.

Therefore, the rental gestation, in any of  its modalities, com-
mercial or altruistic, supposes a use of  women, because it treats
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the pregnant woman and the child as means at the service of  the
fulfillment of  the desires of  the clients, and not as ends in them-
selves, but as means at the service of  satisfying the desire of
others.

With the admission of  surrogate motherhood, it is evident that
the dignity of  women and motherhood are not seen as unavailable
and worthy of  protection, but that woman can be used to satisfy a
desire.

That being addressed, babies are required to have quality guide-
lines and are deprived of  fundamental rights, apart from their
«self-understanding» of  the child in the future. In this sense, the
rental gestation leads to abortions or «returns» of  «imperfect»
children or the abandonment of  the baby purchased at the end of
the couple’s relationship before their birth.

In addition, the baby, a human being, is not available, but is
used as a means to fulfill a desire for another or others. Therefore,
the child has no value in himself, but only if  he is wanted, recei-
ved, and desired.

The most effective way to dissuade potential parents from go-
ing to rented maternity and thus reduce the business and exploita-
tion that this entails is the prohibition to non-biological parents to
enroll children who have obtained them by national and internatio-
nal subrogation in the Civil Registry, that is, the woman, who has
given birth, would be the only mother.

Finally, on the issue of  surrogate motherhood, there are several
questions to ask who will really benefit from this practice?
Perhaps, the business agencies? Who is harmed in the rental ges-
tation? What happens? With the surrogate women and the babies?

You cannot accept a practice that aims to be a father or mother
at any «price», without thinking about the biological mother and
the child and trading with him and the women’s bodies.

A world where money and individual desire prevails over all is a
world destined to corruption and inequality.
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Therefore, for these reasons all decisions and measures related
to the gestation of  rent, commercial or altruistic, in my opinion,
should, be directed to prohibit this practice.
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